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Winter 

Storm

Briefing

What Has Changed?

 Winter Storm Watch has been upgraded to Winter Storm Warning along and west of     

I-95

Decision Support Briefing #3

As of: 8:30 AM February 17th, 2021
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http://www.weather.gov/akq/RainandSnow

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
http://www.weather.gov/akq/RainandSnow
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Main Points
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Hazard Impacts Location Timing

Snow and

Sleet

Total accumulations of 1-3” NW 

of RIC to Cambridge, MD.

Up to 1” along/south of a 

Farmville-Richmond-Salisbury 

line 

Snow/sleet chances will 

be highest N & NW of 

Richmond

Late tonight into Thursday 

morning

Ice

0.25-0.75” of ice accrual within 

the Winter Storm Warning. Ice 

accumulations will lead to 

significant power outages, tree 
damage and travel disruptions.

Greatest icing impacts 

are expected for the 

Piedmont to Richmond 

and areas along and just 
east of the I-95 corridor

Thursday into late Thursday 
night

Heavy Rain/

Flooding

Rainfall amounts of 1-2” will lead 

to additional flooding issues, 

with flooding of most main stem 

rivers

Eastern VA, MD Eastern 

Shore, and NE NC

Late tonight into Thursday 
night

Marine

Wind gusts 20 to 25 kts in the 

Bay/Rivers and 25-30 kts

offshore will pose a danger to 
small craft

All Coastal Waters, 

Chesapeake Bay, tidal 

rivers and Currituck 
Sound

Thursday morning through 

Thursday evening

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Summary of Greatest Impacts
Snow/Sleet: Highest amounts N & NW of Richmond  

None Limited Elevated Significant Extreme

Icing: Piedmont/Southside VA

None Limited Elevated Significant Extreme

Heavy Rain: Eastern VA, MD Eastern Shore, NE NC

None Limited Elevated Significant Extreme

Marine: All waters

None Limited Elevated Significant Extreme

MANDATED SLIDE

Icing: I-95 Corridor to Northern Neck 

None Limited Elevated Significant Extreme

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Hazard Overview 

• A wintry mix is initially 

expected late tonight 

before freezing rain 

becomes the dominate 

precipitation type early 

Thursday.

• Significant ice 

accumulation is 

expected in the 

warning area.

• Mainly rain (potentially 

heavy at times) is 

expected over SE VA, 

MD Eastern Shore, and 

NE NC.

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Storm Total Snow Accumulation  

 Snow and sleet 

accumulations 

will occur 

tonight into 

early Thursday 

before 

changing over 

to freezing rain.

 Highest 

accumulations 

expected north 

and northwest 

of Richmond.

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Storm Total Ice Accumulation 

 Greatest icing impacts 

are expected for the 

Piedmont to Richmond 

and areas along and 

just east of the I-95 

corridor 

 Timing: Early Thursday 

morning through late 

Thursday night. 

 A crippling ice 

accumulation is 

expected across the 

hardest hit areas from 

the previous system.

 New ice accumulation 

in combination with 

damage caused by the 

previous system will 

make for a very 

dangerous situation! 

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Expected Storm Total Rainfall

 Additional 

rainfall 

amounts of 1-2” 

expected with 

locally higher 

amounts.

 Rain may lead 

to flooding 

issues, 

especially 

across the 

highlighted 

area. 

 Most main stem 

rivers will be at 

or above flood 

stage.

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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River Flooding – Piedmont

 Many area rivers are already in Minor Flood 

Stage due to precipitation that occured over 

the past few days

 Additional river rises, potentially to as high as 

moderate flood stage, are expected into this 

weekend

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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River Flooding – Richmond/Southside VA

 Many area rivers are already in Minor Flood 

Stage due to precipitation that occured over 

the past few days

 Additional river rises, potentially to as high as 

moderate flood stage, are expected into this 

weekend

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Marine Threat Potential - Overview 

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Event Summary

 A crippling ice accumulation is expected across the hardest hit areas 

from the previous system.

 New ice accumulation in combination with damage caused by the 

previous system will make for a very dangerous situation! 

 Widespread power outages, significant tree damage, and difficult travel 

conditions are expected.

 Temperatures over the Piedmont expected to remain at or below freezing 

Thursday morning through Friday morning before rising above freezing 

by Friday afternoon.

 Mainly rain (potentially heavy at times) is expected over SE VA, MD 

Eastern Shore, and NE NC. Flooding of main stem rivers will continue.

https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
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Web:

http://www.weather.gov/akq

Phone (public):

(757) 899-4200

E-mail:

akq-report@noaa.gov

Facebook:

NWSWakefieldVA

Twitter:

@NWSWakefieldVA

YouTube: 

NWSWakefieldVA

Briefing Webpage:
https://www.weather.gov/akq/Brief

Latest Briefing Available At:  

https://www.weather.gov/media/akq/briefings/LatestBriefing.pdf

Next Briefing 
When:  By 5 PM Wed, Feb 17th

Method: Email and online

Disclaimer: The information contained within this briefing 

is time-sensitive, please visit our website for the latest briefing.

Contact and Next Briefing Information
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https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
http://www.weather.gov/akq/
mailto:akq-report@noaa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA/
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
https://www.youtube.com/NWSWakefieldVA
https://www.weather.gov/akq/Brief
https://www.weather.gov/media/akq/briefings/LatestBriefing.pdf

